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MOTION BY SUPERVISOR YVONNE BRATHWAITE BURKE  May 27, 2003 

 In March, Governor Davis announced that the State had submitted a State Plan 

Amendment (SPA) requesting that the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services 

(CMS) approve an innovative idea that will allow California's counties the flexibility to 

expand access to health coverage to children. 

Each year over 650,000 children of low-income working families receive 

affordable health insurance through California's Healthy Families Program, one of the 

most successful SCHIP programs in the nation.  And yet, thousands of children whose 

families fall just above the maximum Healthy Families income guidelines, 250% of the 

federal poverty level (FPL), remain uninsured. 

In 2001, the California Legislature approved Assembly Bill 495 that authorized 

the use of local funds from a county agency, a local initiative, or a county organized 

health system to draw down federal SCHIP funds to be used to provide health 

insurance coverage to children in low-income households who do not qualify for health 

care benefits through the Healthy Families Program or Medi-Cal.   
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In order to implement AB 495, CMS must approve California's SPA which the 

State submitted on March 31, 2003.  With CMS approval, California counties will have 

the ability to expand access to affordable health care to tens of thousands of California 

children. 

Congressman Adam Schiff and 32 Members of the California Congressional 

Delegation have signed a letter to the Centers for Medicaid and Medicare Services 

(CMS) urging them to approve the State’s waiver. 

I THEREFORE MOVE THAT the Board of Supervisors send a five-signature 

letter to Tom Scully, Administrator of CMS expressing the Board support for approval of 

the State Plan Amendment submitted by the State to enable enactment of AB 495 and 

increase health coverage for children. 

I FURTHER MOVE THAT the Board instruct our advocates in Washington to 

assist in seeking approval by CMS of the State Plan Amendment.  
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